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RE-EXAMINING THE ANSWERS TO THE DOUBT OF THE
EXISTENCE OF AN INFINITE REGRESS IN THE ILLUSION
OF DISTORTING THE QUR'AN

Mohammad Javad Tavakoli Khaniki !
Zahra Heidari Abravan 2

ABSTRACT

“Regress” (Dawr) means to support an argument by the same one.
Some, such as Fakhr al-Razi and Alusi following the verse {We have,
without doubt, sent down the massage; and We will assuredly guard
it} consider the argument of this verse to reject the distortion of the Qur'an
as an example of infinite regress and attribute it to the Shiites. In contrast,
Shiite thinkers have made great efforts to answer this doubt. Despite the
strength of some of the answers, none of them have been able to fully
overcome this doubt. The aim of the present study is to provide a more
complete and better defense. Therefore, the authors of this study, in an
analytical method, have examined and analyzed their answers and have
raised the criticisms of each and presented different refutations from the
others. Through this study and analysis, we found that, first, the
attribution of the doubt to the Shiites is nothing more than an accusation,
and the Shiite thinkers unanimously deny it. Secondly, according to the
existing definitions about the infinite regress, the raise of this doubt about
the Qur'an is a kind of sophistry and the "regress" is not being relevant
with any approach and conditions.

KEYWORDS: Doubt of Infinite Regress, Distortion, the Holy Quran, Rational
Argument, Theological Argument.
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