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A critical review of reuven firestone's view on the example
of "sacrifice" (zhabih) in the qur'an

Ahad Davari Chalqaei !
Hamid Jalilian 2

Abstract

The specialized view of the Orientalists on the teachings of the Holy
Quran shows the necessity of a methodical and critical look at their studies.
Especially, some of them have adopted a particular method in determining
the examples of some verses. Reuven Firestone is one of the authors of the
encyclopedia of the Holy Quran, who has written some of its entries. In
these entries, he has commented on the "Zhabih" (sacrificed child) of the
Prophet Ibrahim (AS) and, contrary to the opinion of most Islamic scholars,
he believes that Ibrahim (AS) wanted to sacrifice "Ishaq" (Isaac) - his
second son. According to him, most of the previous commentators of the
Qur'an share the same tendency and belief in this regard. The present study
challenges Reuven Firestone's opinion by examining, analyzing and
criticizing the content of the entry "Ishaq" from the Quran encyclopedia
and examines the methodology of the mentioned entry and why Firestone
insists on Isaac to be the sacrificed child. The findings of the research show
that in addition to the contradiction between the Torah and the Gospel of
Barnabas in determining the example of sacrifice, the context of the verses
of'the Qur'an fits with the sacrifice of Ismail. Besides, the hadiths related to
the sacrifice of Ismail, came with valid chain of documents and reliable
sources, unlike the narrations related to the sacrifice of Isaac, which, in
addition to the interruption of the chain of transmission, are faced with the
weakness of the narrators. Also, contrary to Firestone's opinion, in addition
to the argumentative emphasis of contemporary commentators, a large
number of commentaries before the 10th century have also introduced
Ismail as the intended sacrifice in the Qur'an.

Keywords: Ishaq (Isaac), Zabih (Sacrifice), Reuven Firestone, Qur'an, Torah,
Encyclopedia of the Holy Quran.
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54) Firestone, Reuven. (2001) Encyclopaedia of the Quran. McAuliffe, Jane Dammen; ed v2;
p 561&562. Leiden_Boston :Bill.

References

1. The Holy Quran

2. The Bible.

3. Alusi, Mahmoud. (1415 AH). Ruh al-Ma'ani fi Tafsir al-Qur'an al-Azim. Research by Ali Abdul
Bari Atiyyah. Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-Ilmiyah.



YYA | 0855 (s Blbdae sl 33 0 gmennlh g5 o503 53U gy 0

4. Ibn Babwayh, Muhammad ibn Ali. (1413 AH). Man la Yahzuruh al-Faqih. Edited by Ali Akbar
Ghaffari. Qom: Islamic Publishing Office.

5. Ibn Hajar Asqalani, Ahmad ibn Ali. (1415 AH). Taqrib al-Tahzib. Beirut: Al-Maktabah al-
IImiyyah.

6. Ibn Dawood Hilli, Hasan ibn Ali. (1342 AD). Kitab Al-Rijal. Research by Mohammad Sadegh
Bahr al-Ulum. Tehran: University of Tehran.

7. Ibn Shahr Ashub, Muhammad ibn Ali. (1369). Mutashabih al-Qur'an wa Mukhtalifuh. Qom:
Bidar publishing.

8. Ibn Ashour, Muhammad Taher. (1420 AH). Tafsir al-Tahrir wa al-Tanwir. Beirut: The Institute
of Al-Tarikh.

9. Ibn Kathir, Ismail ibn Omar. (1419 AH). Tafsir al-Qur'an al-Azim. Research by Mohammad
Hussein Shamsuddin. Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-Ilmiyyah & Mohammed Ali Beydoon Publications.
10. Bernaba Bible. (1346). Translated by Morteza Fahim Kermani. No Place, No Name.

11. Barqi, Ahmad bin Mohammed. (1371). Al -Mahasin. Reasearch by Jalaluddin Muhaddith.
Qom: Dar al-Kutub al-Islamiyah.

12. , (1342 AD). Kitab al-Rijal. Tehran: Tehran University Press.

13. Beyadawi, Abdullah bin Omar. (1418 AH). Al-Tanzil wa Asrar al-Tawil. Research by
Mohammad Abdul Rahman al-Marashi. Beirut: Dar Ihya al-Turath al-Arabi.

14. Thaalibi, Abdul Rahman bin Mohammed. (1418 AH). Jawahir al-Hisan fi Tafsir al-Qur'an.
Research by Muhammad Ali and Adil Ahmad Abdul Mawjud. Beirut: Dar lhya al-Turath al-
Arabi.

15. Thalabi, Ahmad ibn Ibrahim. (1422 AH). Al-Kashf wa al-Bayan an Tafsir al-Qur'an. Beirut:
Dar IThya al-Turath al-Arabi.

16. Jazayeri, Nimatullah bin Abdullah. (1404 AH). Al-Noor al-Mubin fi Qasan al-Anbiya wa al-
Mursalin. Qom: Ayatollah al-Marashi al-Najafi Library.

17. Javadi Amoli, Abdullah. (1379). Subjective interpretation; The Prophet (PBUH) in the Qur'an.
Qom: Esra.

18. Jawahiri, Muhammad. (1424 AH). Al-Mufid min Rijal Mujam al-Hadith. Qom: Mahallati.
19. Khoi, Abulgasim. (1413 AH). Mujam Rajal al-Hadith wa Tafsil Tabaqat al-Ruwat. No Place:
Tawhid Publishing.

20. Dhahabi, Muhammad ibn Ahmad. (1413 AH). Beirut: Al-Risalah Institute.

21. Raghib Al-Isfahani, Hussein ibn Muhammad. (1412 AH). Al-Mufradat fi Gharib al-Qur'an.
Damascus/ Beirut: Dar al-Ilm/ Dar al-Shami.

22. Zamani, Mohammad Hassan. (1382). "Criticism of the Quranic Encyclopedia". Journal of
Philosophical and Verbal Research. No. 17 and 18. pp. 75-75.

23. . (1385). Orientalists and the Quran. Qom: Bustan Ketab.

24. Suyuti, Muhammad ibn Abi Bakr. (1404 AH). Al-Durr al-Manthur fi Tafsir al-Mathur. Qom:
Ayatollah Marashi Najafi Library.

25. Shahid Awwal, Muhammad ibn Makki. (1410 AH). Al-Mazar fi Keyfiyyat Ziyarat Aal-Nabi
wa al-A'immat al-Athar. Edited by Mohammad Bagher Abtahi Esfahani. Qom: Imam Mahdi
School.

26. Sheibani, Muhammad ibn Hassan. (1413 AH). Nahj al-Bayan an Kashf Ma'ani al-Qur'an.
Tehran: Islamic Encyclopedia Foundation.

27. Saghir, Muhammad Hussein Ali (1420 AH). Al-Mustaharqun wa al-Dirasat al-Qur'aniyyah.
Beirut: Dar al-Muarrikh al-Arabi.

28. Tabatabai, Mohammad Hussein. (1417 AH). Al -Mizan fi Tafsir al-Qur'an. Qom: Qom
Seminary of Islamic Publications Office.

29. Tabarsi, Fazl ibn Hassan. (1372). Majma al-Bayan fi Tafsir al-Qur'an. Tehran: Nasser
Khosrow.

30. Tabari, Muhammad ibn Jarir. (1412 AH). Jami' al-Bayan fi Tafsir al-Qur'an. Beirut: Dar al-
Marifah.

31. Turaihi, Fakhruddin. (1375). Majma al-Bahrain wa Matla al-Nayyirain. Research by Ahmad
Hosseini. Tehran: Mortazavi Bookstore.




0 by oo VFr gltme 5 5l cpss oot ppon Sl £ 515 Sladllan A g3age aslidladys | Yy.

32. Tusi, Muhammad ibn Hassan. (1415 AH). Al-Tabyan fi Tafsir al-Qur'an. Research by Ahmad
Qasir Amili. Beirut: Dar lhya al-Turath al-Arabi.

33, —-mmmemeemme————- (1373). Rijal al-Tusi. Research by Javad Qayyum Isfahani. Qom: Al-
Nashr al-Islami Institute.

34. Arusi Huwaizi, Abd Ali bin Juma. (1415 AH). Tafsir Noor al-Thaqalain. Research by Hashem
Rasuli Mahallati. Qom: Ismailian.

35. Allamah Hilli, Hassan bin Yusuf. (1417 AH). Khulasat al-Aqwal fi Marifat al-Rijal. Qom: Al-
Nashr al-Islami Institute.

36. Fakhr Al-Razi, Muhammad ibn Omar. (1420 AH). Al-Tafsir al-Kabir: Mafatih al-Ghaib.
Beirut: Dar lhya al-Turath al-Arabi.

37. Farra, Yahya bin Zayd. (No Date). Maani al-Qur'an. Egypt: Dar al-Misriyyah for writing and
publishing.

38. Qushairi, Abdul Karim bin Hawazin. (No Date). Latifa al -Asharat. Egypt: Al-Heyat al-
Misriyyah al-Ammah li al-Kitab.

39. Kashani, Mullah Fathullah. (1423 AH). Zubda al-Tafasir. Qom: Bonyad Maaref Islami.

40. Kashefi Sabzevari, Hussein bin Ali. (1369). Mawahib Aliyyah. Research by Mohammad Reza
Jalali Naini. Tehran: Igbal.

41. Kulaini, Muhammad ibn Ya'qub. (1429 AH). Al-Kafi. Qom: Dar al-Hadith.

42. Kashshi, Muhammad ibn Omar. (1409 AH). Ikhtiyar Marifat al-Rajal. Mashhad: Institute of
Mashhad University Publishing.

43. Majlisi, Mohammad Bagher bin Mohammad Taghi. (1403 AH). Bihar al-Anwar al-Jamia' li
Durar Akhbar al-A'immah al-At'har. Beirut: Dar lhya al-Turath al-Arabi.

44, , (1404 AH). Mir'at al-Uqul fi Sharh Akbar Al al-Rasul. Research by
Hashem Rasuli Mahallati. Tehran: Dar al-Kutub al-Islamiyah.

45. Maraghi, Ahmad ibn Mustafa. (No Date). Tafsir al-Maraghi. Beirut: Dar Thya al-Turath al-
Arabi.

46. Marifat, Muhammad Hadi. (2009). Shubuhat wa Rudud hawl al-Qur'an al-Karim; Translated
by Hassan Hakim Bashi and others. Qom: Tamhid.

47. Mughniyah, Muhammad Javad. (1424 AH). Tafsir al-Kashif. Tehran: Dar al-Kutub al-
Islamiyah.

48. Makarem Shirazi, Naser et al. (1374). Tafsir Nomooneh. Tehran: Dar al-Kutub al-Islamiyah.
49. Moaddab, Riza and Mousavi Moghaddam, Mohammad. (2008). "Criticism of Leiden’s
encyclopedia of the Quran based on Shiite views and principles". Shiite Journal. No. 23. pp. 105-
144.

50. Meybodi, Rashiduddin. (1371). Kashf al-Asrar wa Uddat al-Abrar. Research by Ali Asghar
Hekmat. Tehran: Amir Kabir.

51. Najashi, Ahmad ibn Ali. (1365). Rijal al-Najashi. Qom: Al -Nashr Al-Islami Institute.

52. Nakhjavani, Nimatullah bin Mahmoud. (1999). Al —Fawatih al-Ilahiyyah wa al-Mafatih al-
Ghaibiyyah. Egypt: Rikabi publishing hause.

53. Nishaburi, Hasan bin Muhammed. (1416 AH). Tafsir Ghar'aib al-Qur'an wa Raghaib al-
Furgan. Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-Ilmiyah.




