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An Analytical Criticism of Ibn Taymiyyah's Doubt in
Negation of the “Specificness” of the Meaning of “Ma

Unzila” in the “Verse of Tabligh” *

Seyyed Hossein Shafiei Darabi!
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ABSTRACT

From the Shiite point of view, the “Verse of Tabligh” is considered
one of the most important Quranic evidence for the issue of “Imamate”.
Given the importance of this issue in the Shiite doctrine, those who oppose
and deny the guardianship of Ahl al-Bayt (AS) have long tried to distort the
meaning of this verse by denying its specification to the Imamate by raising
many doubts. The works of Ibn Taymiyyah al-Harrani indicate that he is
one of the most effective figures in this field. In the book “Minhaj al-
Sunnah” he tried to deny the specific meaning of the expression” Ma
Unzila” [what was revealed] in the “Verse of Tablig” in order to cast doubt
on its indication to the" caliphate "and" imamate "of Imam Ali (AS).

The current research, which was conducted based on the both Sunni
and Shiite original sources, through a descriptive-analytical approach, is
looking for an answer to this question: What is Ibn Taymiyyah’s doubt in
denying the specificness of the meaning of the phrase “Ma Unzila” and
what are his objections?

The results of this research indicate that Ibn Taymiyyah’s claim about
the generality of the meaning of this phrase contradicts his interpretive
approach. Also, many internal and external evidence refute Ibn
Taymiyyah’s claim in this regard. Therefore, the specificness of the verse
of Tabligh is on the imamate and Wilayat of Imam Ali (AS), and the fact
that it is specifically related to “what was revealed” is certain, and there is
no doubt about its semantic field.

KEYWORDS: The Verse of Tabligh, specificness of the meaning of “Ma Unzila”,
internal and external evidences, Ibn Taymiyyah.
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