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Abstract

Yuri Rubin, a well-known Islamic scholar, in his article "Points in the Interpre-
tation of the First Verses of Surat Al-'Alaq," argues that the command "Read in
the Name of your Lord" is for counting the blessings of God, and ultimately he
concludes that the main purpose of Surah Al-'Alaq is to encourage the Prophet to
praise the omnipotence of his Lord. Rubin based his understanding of the first verse
of Surat Al-'Alaq on several premises, the most important of which is an innova-
tive approach, which he uses to consider the letter Ba' in the aforementioned verse
as redundant. Since the theories of non-Muslim scholars regarding Quranic verses
have a significant impact on introducing the Holy Qur'an to non-Muslim circles and
societies, it is necessary to study these theories carefully to discover their strengths,
highlight their weaknesses, and reflect about them. In this paper, which relies on a
descriptive, analytical, and critical approach, in addition to discussing Rubin's ap-
proach, evidence is presented, such as the fragmentation of the verse's structure, the
disregard for the subtle connotations of similar structures, and the Quranic custom
of using words from the same family, to prove the invalidity of his innovative ap-
proach. This, of course, given the dependence of his premises on each other, would
also entail invalidity of the whole approach.
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