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Abstract

Unlike their predecessors, who openly opposed Islam and the Qur’an, modern Ori-
entalists have refrained from direct confrontation with Islam and the Qur’an and
instead seek to cast doubt on their established teachings through misinterpretations
of Qur’anic verses. This approach has been employed in numerous entries in the
Encyclopaedia of the Qur’an, published in Leiden. One article in which this method
is particularly evident is David Marshall’s entry entitled “Zechariah,” in which he
attempts to impose his own views concerning the Prophet Zechariah (PBUH) on
the Qur’an. Accordingly, the present study critically examines Marshall’s views
on this subject using a descriptive-analytical method. The findings indicate that his
views on Zechariah (PBUH) suffer from several shortcomings, including failure
to cite the Bible and Islamic traditions, inadequate use of exegetical and historical
sources, insufficient precision in citing Qur’anic verses, and disregard for the un-
derlying assumptions of the discussion. A detailed critique of Marshall’s arguments
demonstrates that his claim that there is no evidence for Zechariah’s prophethood
is refuted by the explicit Qur’anic verses affirming his prophetic status. Further-
more, translating dhurriyyah tayyibah as “a beautiful child” is incorrect, and this
interpretation has never been endorsed by Qur’anic exegetes, historians, or lexicog-
raphers. Finally, Marshall’s claim that Zechariah doubted divine revelation is unten-
able because it conflicts with Islamic presuppositions, such as prophetic infallibility
and miracles, contradicts the views of the majority of exegetes across different his-
torical periods, and represents an anomalous interpretation in earlier scholarship.
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