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Abstract
One of the controversial issues in moral philosophy concerns the relationship
between motivation and moral freedom. According to a prevalent view, a mor-
al action possesses genuine moral value only when it is performed without any
consideration of reward, fear of punishment, or self-interest. Consequently, the
ethical system of the Holy Qur’an has sometimes been accused of being incom-
patible with moral freedom because of its emphasis on promises of reward and
warnings of punishment. The present study examines this claim through a descrip-
tive-analytical method and by drawing upon exegetical, ethical, and psychological
sources. The findings indicate that the assumption that a moral action can be per-
formed without any motivation is inconsistent with anthropological foundations,
since motivation is a necessary condition for the occurrence of any human action.
What plays a fundamental role in moral evaluation is not the mere existence of
motivation, but rather its type and level. Qur’anic ethics, adopting an education-
al approach, recognizes various levels of motivation—from motivations based
on reward and punishment to higher, virtue-oriented motivations—and gradually
guides human beings toward moral autonomy. Moreover, the Qur’an’s empha-
sis on the intrinsic goodness and badness of actions demonstrates that Qur’anic
ethics is not merely consequentialist. Accordingly, Qur’anic promises and warn-
ings do not violate moral freedom; rather, they function as educational instru-
ments for actualizing ethical conduct at different stages of human development.
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