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Abstract

One of the verses of the Holy Qur’an that has posed significant challenges in
Qur’anic interpretation is verse 243 of Surah al-Baqgarah: “Have you not considered
those who left their homes in the thousands, fearing death? Allah said to them,
‘Die,” and then He brought them back to life. Indeed, Allah is gracious to people,
but most people are not grateful.”

Most exegetes regard this verse as referring to a real historical event in which a
group of the Children of Israel fled their homeland out of fear of an epidemic. Along
the way, they all died by divine decree, and after some time, God brought them back
to life through the supplication of a prophet.

Another interpretation of this verse, proposed by Muhammad Abduh, considers its
content not to be a real historical account but rather an allegorical narrative illustrat-
ing the death and life of a society.

Using a descriptive-analytical method, the present article critically examines both the
prevailing interpretation and Abduh’s view and concludes that the verse refers to an
actual event. Ultimately, the article adopts the view that the verse conveys a general
principle forbelievers: thatlife and death are solely inthe hands of God. Therefore, fear
of death should not prevent believers from entering perilous arenas, particularly en-
gaging in jihad and standing firm against the enemy. For fleeing the battlefield and sur-
rendering to the enemy will result in the humiliating death of the religious community.
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