Research Article

Two Quarterly Scientific ‘
Doubt-research Journal of [N\

Two Quarterly Scientific Quranic Studies

Doubt-research Journal
of Quranic Studies

Critical Analysis of Hasan Hanafi’s System of Doubts Concerning
the Nature, Origin, and Function of Qur’anic Revelation

Alireza Yousefi Rastgou '(*) , Moslem Mohammadi *

1. PhD in Islamic Studies Education, Qur’an and Islamic Texts, Farabi Campus, University of Tehran, Iran.
(Corresponding Author). aryousofir@ut.ac.ir
2. Associate Professor, Department of Shi‘a Studies, Farabi Campus, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran.
mo.mohammadi(@ut.ac.ir

Abstract
Through his project al-Turath wa al-Tajdid (Heritage and Renewal), Hasan Hanafi
has formulated an interconnected system of doubts and objections against the clas-
sical understanding of Qur’anic revelation. Employing a critical-analytical method
and aiming to systematically examine these objections, this article first categorizes
them into three domains: the nature of revelation (revelation as an inner experience,
its historical-social construction, denial of verbal revelation, the createdness of the
Qur’an, the conflation of divine and human speech, naturalization, and seculariza-
tion); the process and origin of revelation (the attribution of the Qur’an to Gabriel’s
speech and the upward direction of revelation); and its content and function (lack of
innovation, its treatment as a hypothesis, a purely educational purpose, an author-
itarian discourse, mythologization of Qur’anic narratives, denial of meaning, and
the claim that human beings have no need for revelation). It then critically examines
these objections by drawing upon Qur’anic texts and authoritative exegetical works.
The findings indicate, first, that these objections derive from Hanafi’s materialistic
foundations, self-sufficient rationalism, and reductionist methodological approach.
Second, internal criticism reveals contradictions such as the simultaneous claim
that revelation is both “empty” and “certainty-producing.” Third, external criticism
demonstrates the incompatibility of these objections with principles such as belief
in the unseen, the Prophet’s infallibility in conveying revelation, and the divine
nature of the Qur’anic word. The study concludes that Hanafi’s reading is less a
new interpretation than a replacement of the revelation-based paradigm with a hu-
manistic paradigm, which is incompatible with Islamic ontology and epistemology.
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