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Abstract

.Verse 7 of Surah al-Tariq is among the controversial Qur’anic verses concerning
human creation. Owing to the various possible interpretations it allows, the verse
has long been a subject of exegetical and scientific debate. The ambiguities primar-
ily concern three issues: first, the meanings of the key terms; second, the antecedent
O} 37200 of the pronoun in the verb yakhruju (“emerges”)—whether it refers to ma’in dafiq
St et (“a gushing fluid”) emerging from between the two, or to the human being him-
3114':;4'. self; and third, whether the anatomical structure described applies exclusively to
@ men, to women, or to both. These ambiguities have led some exegetes to interpret
the verse as referring to semen emerging from the man’s back and the woman’s
chest, or to similar meanings. Such interpretations appear inconsistent with estab-
lished findings in modern embryology and have consequently become a basis for
objections raised by critics of the Qur’an. Employing an analytical-critical method
and drawing on intratextual evidence and the contextual flow of the verses, the
present study proposes a new and coherent reading. The findings indicate that the
central theme of the surah is the affirmation of resurrection through three observ-
able and recurring natural phenomena: the emergence of the fetus from the womb
(the verse under discussion), the return of rain from the sky (verse 11), and the
growth of plants from the earth (verse 12). In light of the context, the pronoun in
yakhruju refers to the human being rather than to ma’in dafiq, just as the pronouns
in the subsequent verses also refer to the human being. Other Qur’anic passages,
including 22:5, 80:19-20, 16:78, and 40:14-23, further support the interpretation
that the verse concerns not the origin of the formation of the reproductive fluid,
but rather the process of childbirth and the fetus’s passage through the mother’s
lower back region (sulb) and chest area (tara’ib). This interpretation is compati-
ble with contemporary scientific knowledge and clearly demonstrates the surah’s
thematic coherence in linking initial creation with resurrection and re-creation.
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