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Abstract

.The question of understanding the Qur’an and the challenges arising from modern
epistemological foundations constitutes one of the most significant issues in contem-
porary Islamic thought. By employing Cartesian doubt, literary reductionism, and
methodological Westernization, Taha Hussein institutionalized a discourse that con-
ceptualizes the Qur’an as a human construct, thereby leading to relativism and the
reduction of revelation to human phenomena. The central question is whether these
epistemological foundations are valid and effective for understanding the Qur’an, or
whether they are incompatible with its revelatory nature and give rise to fundamental
shortcomings. Employing an analytical-critical method, this study draws on Islamic
theology, particularly the ontological dimension of the Qur’an’s miraculousness and
its haymana (supremacy and authority over previous scriptures), alongside herme-
neutics, especially faith-based pre-understanding. After explaining each epistemo-
logical foundation and identifying the objections arising from it, the study provides
a systematic response to these objections. The findings indicate that Cartesian doubt,
by suspending the authority of revelation, draws the Qur’an into the domain of the
history of religions and gives rise to relativism. Literary reductionism reduces the
Qur’an’s multilayered identity to a single dimension, while methodological West-
ernization, through the imposition of secular presuppositions, becomes entangled in
an epistemological vicious circle. Rejecting the adequacy of these foundations, the
article advocates an integrative approach that distinguishes between the historical
circumstances of revelation and the transhistorical validity of its truths, an approach
advanced by numerous scholars as an alternative framework. By attending both
to the historical context and to the transcendent origin of revelation, this approach
moves beyond traditional rigidity and historical relativism through a theological
reconsideration of the Qur’an’s miraculousness and a model of critical engagement
with Western thought, thereby offering a scholarly and committed interpretation.
Keywords: Taha Hussein, Cartesian Doubt, Literary Reductionism, Methodologi-
cal Westernization, Humanization of the Qur’an, Hermeneutics.
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