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Abstract

Qur’anists are a group of Muslims who regard the Qur’an as the sole source of
legislation and lawmaking in Islam and, on this basis, fundamentally reject the
authority of the Sunnah. This group began its formal activities in the previous
century and continues to have followers in several countries, including Pakistan
and Egypt. Qur’anists have put forward arguments in support of their theory and
raised objections to the Sunnah. Their most significant arguments and objections
include the completeness and comprehensiveness of the Qur’an and the consequent
claim that the Sunnah is unnecessary; the denial that the Sunnah constitutes reve-
lation and the restriction of revelation exclusively to the Qur’an; the divisive na-
ture attributed to the Sunnah; the lack of certainty regarding the attribution of the
Sunnah to the Prophet; the exclusive reservation of legislative authority to God;
and the restriction of the Prophet’s guidance to his lifetime. This study examines
and responds to these objections using a descriptive-analytical method. The prin-
cipal responses include the necessity of referring to the Prophetic Sunnah, as es-
tablished by Qur’anic verses, to understand the details of Qur’anic teachings; the
rigorous criteria developed in the sciences of Hadith and narrator criticism for dis-
tinguishing authentic reports from inauthentic ones; and the necessity of refer-
ring to the Prophetic Sunnah in view of the eternal and universal validity of Islam.
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